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President's Message 
February 26, 2023 

Dear NOTA members and friends, 
 

Happy 2023 and welcome to a new year as we hope for a better world and health and happiness for each of you! 
 

The holidays that brought families together for celebrations of faith and familiar festivities are now a distant 
memory. The decorations have departed for the attic, parties have passed, family has said farewell, and we hope 
to say goodbye to the damage left by extra holiday helpings. New Year's resolutions are already mostly forgotten, 
and we resume the normal cadence of our lives looking forward to welcoming spring soon. 
 

In October 2022, NOTA hosted a webinar on remote interpreting in pediatric therapy settings by Dr. Indira Sultanić, 
who examined both the benefits and the challenges of remote interpreting in speech, physical, and occupational 
therapy settings. The Board is working on bringing in more trainers and organizing more 
webinars and possibly in-person trainings as we strive to bring variety and content to NOTA members to help you 
grow professionally and personally and meet your continuing education requirements. 
 

Our spring webinar will feature NOTA former board member Victoria Chávez- Kruse, who will present on Tips for 
Creating an Effective Revision Procedure on March 30, 2023, at 5 pm. Victoria is an ATA-certified Spanish to 
English translator and editor with over ten years of experience in the medical and life sciences fields. Stay tuned 
for more details soon! 
 

The Board has also been working on the upcoming elections, and we would like to thank our Elections Committee 
and Celeste Klein Malone for what will surely be another flawless and smooth election process. This year the 
following positions are up for renewal: 
 

• Vice President 
• PR Chair 
• Secretary 
• Event Chair 

You will be invited to cast your votes electronically for the proposed candidates in spring. 
 

To continue what I hope will become our yearly tradition with the initiative of our Public Relations Chair Isabel 
Gálvez, this year NOTA will once again collaborate with t he 47th Cleveland International Film Festival (CIFF). We 
cannot wait to see what film NOTA will sponsor this year and look forward to an amazing time at Playhouse Square. 
More details to come soon. 
 

NOTA will also host an in-person ATA Certification Exam sitting at Kent State University on May 20, 2023, from 
10 am to 1 pm, and our Vice President Julia 
Villasenor is working hard to set up the event. R egistration is now available. You 
can also register to take a practice test, which is an optional part of the certification program, before you take the 
actual exam to determine whether you're ready to tackle the beast. 
 

I would like to thank you, members, for your continued participation in and enthusiasm for our professional 
community and give a special shout out of appreciation to our Board and committees for the tireless effort, 
guidance, and support they provide on behalf of NOTA. 
 

We look forward to seeing you soon at one of our trainings, whether online or in- person, and with Punxsutawney 
Phil casting his shadow on February 2, which means we can expect below-average temperatures for the next six 
weeks, I still, I still hope an early spring and lots of sunshine are rapidly approaching. 
 
 
 
 
Olga Shostachuk 
NOTA Interim President 
 

 

Olga Shostachuk is a Ph.D. Candidate in Translation Studies at Kent State University, 

Kent, OH, where she previously completed her M.A. in Translation degree. She also holds 

an M.A. in Education and Linguistics from Lviv National University in Ukraine and a 

paralegal degree from the Academy of Court Reporting in Cleveland, Ohio. Ms. 

Shostachuk served as the Vice Chapter Chair for Ohio IMIA and currently is a Ukrainian 

into English grader for the American Translators Association and New York University and 

a Ukrainian editor for SlavFile, the newsletter of Slavic Languages Division of the ATA. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.clevelandfilm.org/
https://www.atanet.org/event/certification-exam-in-person-17/
https://www.atanet.org/certification/practice-test/


 
 

 
 

Welcome, New Members! 

S tephen Wrubel, Heather Herttna, Anne Chemali, 
 Seow Lee Lee, and Sandra Neustadtl. 

We’d also like to welcome back Natasha Curtis. 
 

 

T&I Spotlight 

 John Shaklee 
 
 

 
You can be in our next Member 

Spotlight! 
 

Would you like to be featured in our 
next T&I spotlight section in our 

following Newsletter issues? If so, 
please email Isabel Gálvez. You can 

also nominate a fellow NOTA 
member whom you would like to see featured 

here! 
 
 

 

 

Executive Committee News 

The Executive Committee met remotely on January 11, 2023 at 7:00 PM. You 
can find the meeting minutes here. 
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https://notatranslators.org/Sys/PublicProfile/49928930/4823590
https://notatranslators.org/resources/Documents/NOTABeneFiles/Newsletter%20Winter%202023/JohnShaklee%20Spolight.pdf
https://notatranslators.org/resources/Documents/NOTABeneFiles/Newsletter%20Winter%202023/JohnShaklee%20Spolight.pdf
mailto:ig_global@yahoo.com
https://notatranslators.org/resources/Documents/NOTABeneFiles/Newsletter%20Winter%202023/NOTA%20Board%20Meeting%20Minutes%201_11_2023%20(1).pdf


 

 

 

 

NOTA Celebrates 
Black History Month 

 

 

 
 
Black History Month was first celebrated on February 26, 1926, on the birthdays of 

Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. NOTA proudly celebrates Black History 

Month, which was founded in Northeast Ohio. In fact, the month-long celebration we 
now know as Black History Month was first officially proposed in 1969 by Black 
educators and students at Kent State University, and celebrated on campus one year 
later in February 1970. 
 

As proclaimed this year by the White House, Black History Month celebrates “…the 
legacy of Black Americans whose power to lead, to overcome, and to expand the 
meaning and practice of American democracy has helped our 
Nation become a more fair and just society.” 

Interested in learning more or finding ways to celebrate Black History Month in our 
community? 

Visit Kent State University's dedicated site commemorating B  Month and calendar of 
events. 

WKYC has compiled a list of 2023 Black History Month Events around NE 
Ohio. 

Netflix has a “Black History is American History” genre. You can find those 
films here (subscription required). 
 

 
 

  

https://www.kent.edu/smc/black-history-month
https://www.kent.edu/smc/black-history-month
https://www.kent.edu/smc/black-history-month
https://www.wkyc.com/article/news/local/black-history/black-history-month-events-northeast-ohio/95-bf299bd8-4b08-40ca-a034-f4eb0abbf0db
https://www.netflix.com/browse/genre/81244298


 

 

 

 

A Night to Reunite, A Night to Say Good-bye 
 

By H élène Viglieno Conte 
ATA-Certified Translator EN>FR and Court-Certified Interpreter (OH, KY, IN) 

 

 

'Twas the 10th of December, 2022, and NOTA was hosting its holiday dinner 
at Olesia’s Taverne of Richfield. 

 

As evening fell, close to 30 translators and interpreters gathered in the 
festive ballroom of the recently renovated historic building—greeting each other, 
shaking hands, and hugging in joyous chatter. Some ordered a drink from the 
cash bar, and soon everyone sat down. Julia Villaseñor (NOTA’s Vice- 
President) gave a welcome speech on behalf of the association’s board 
members, after which dinner was served: house salad, deviled eggs, beef 
stroganoff, grilled salmon, and chicken kebob were on the menu. At all four 
tables, conversations were flying, eyes smiling, and faces laughing. It had been 
3 years since our last holiday dinner, and it felt good to be with each other after 
a long period of relative isolation for many T&I professionals. 

 

That night was special for me. I was getting ready to move to Arizona with 
my husband a couple of weeks later, so it was a wonderful opportunity to say 
goodbye to many of my Ohio colleagues, some of whom I have known for over 15 
years—colleagues with whom I had attended trainings, worked on assignments, 
taken certification exams, traveled to ATA and NAJIT conferences, and most 
importantly served NOTA. There were also a few new faces that I was meeting for 
the first time. One translator traveled six hours 
roundtrip to be with us that night; another (a 30-year member!) had not 
attended any event in a long time, and it was great to have both among us. 
Time flew by… 

  

https://notatranslators.org/Sys/PublicProfile/48955031


 
 
 

 

As dinner came to an end, we all stood up to gather near the beautifully lit 
Christmas tree at the Eastern end of the room: it was time for a group picture. 
Everyone found their preferred spot, some pulled up a chair to be more 
comfortable, and our waitress snapped the cheerful photo as the elegant 
chandeliers smiled over us. Some people lingered in that area for a while, 
resuming conversations or starting new ones, while others walked back to their 
seat to finish dessert or get ready to leave. Little by little, attendees said goodbye 
to each other and cleared the room. Julia paid the dinner bill for all members on 
behalf of NOTA, and those of us that remained slowly made our way out and 
back to our cars after one last hug. 

 

It was a night to reunite, a night to catch up, a night to reminisce, and a night to 
say goodbye. It was a bittersweet night. Thank you, NOTA, and all my Ohio 
colleagues. I shall miss you. 

 

  



 
 
 

NOTA Training Event 

Tips for Creating 
an Effective Revision Procedure  

 

Presented by Victoria Chavez-Kruse, M.A. CT 
on March 30, 2023 

 

 
 

 
Our Spring webinar, "Tips for Creating an Effective Revision 
Procedure," will be facilitated by Victoria Chavez-Kruse on 
Thursday, March 30 at 5:00 PM. 

 

Drawing on editing and revision principles from various 
experts, Victoria will discuss what to look for in revision, 
and how to look. We are excited to offer this training 
opportunity to our members! 

Check your emails for registration and details! 

 

 
 
 

 

 

NOTA facilitates the ATA Exam 

Save the Date! 

 

NOTA is planning to host a sitting of the ATA certification exam on May 20, 2023 at Kent 
State University from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Registration is now available 
 here. Stay tuned for news in this regard by email and our social media Facebook and 
LinkedIn pages. 

 

 

 

https://www.notatranslators.org/Sys/PublicProfile/48954978
https://www.atanet.org/event/certification-exam-in-person-17/


 
 

 
 
 

 

NOTA ELECTIONS 
 

As informed in our Board minutes, the positions up for elections in 2023 
are Vice President, Secretary, and Public Relations Chair. Our Vice 
President and Secretary have graciously confirmed their interest in 
running again, and we thank them for their willingness to continue 
serving! Our Event Chair position remains open, and our PR 
Chair unfortunately will be stepping down. Thank you very much, Isabel, 
for your wonderful service! 

 
NOTA is thus especially interested in filling the PR Chair and the Event 
Chair positions. Our members are invited and encouraged to come 
forward and express interest in running for these two positions and being 
part of our Board for fiscal years that will run from September 2023 to 
September 2025. 

If you think another member would be a good candidate for a position, 
please ask them directly to run, and send your nominations to the 
 Elections Committee by March 15. Please remember that candidates must 
commit to attending all board meetings (4/year) and as many NOTA 
events as is reasonably possible. 

NOTA Elections Committee emailed on February 19 their official call for 
nominations for the 4 positions NOTA will be renewing later this year. Please 
check your spam if you did not receive this email! 

 

 

 
We'd like to hear from you! 

 

Your NOTA Board is always 
interested in hearing from members 
regarding topics we could  address or 
speakers that we could invite to offer 
a program or webinar. 

 

Please write to us with any 
suggestions or ideas! 

 
 
 
 

mailto:notaelections@gmail.com
mailto:notatranslators@gmail.com


 

 
 

 

COVID-19 Language Resources 

 Translation Commons 

Translation Commons has made a multilingual interactive poster-maker to help 
communities combat COVID-19. You can view the poster-maker here: Covid- 
1 9 Multilingual Poster-Maker 

 Translators Without Borders 
 

TWB's COVID-19 glossary is currently available in 23 languages to help field 
workers and interpreters raise awareness about COVID-19. You can view the 
glossary here: T WB COVID-19 Glossary 

 

C uyahoga County Multilingual Resource Center 
 

Resources are available in Arabic, Chinese, Nepali, Russian, and Spanish. You 
can view the resources here: C uyahoga County Multilingual Resource Center 

 
 

 

Follow, Love and Like NOTA on Facebook and LinkedIn! 
 
 

 

Nota Bene Newsletter Editor: Isabel Gálvez 
Associate Editor: Hannah Simpson 

 
All members are invited and encouraged to contribute news or stories to our 

NOTA Newsletter. For contributions to this Newsletter please email 

ig_global@yahoo.com. 
 
 

https://translationcommons.org/covid19multilingual/
https://translationcommons.org/covid19multilingual/
https://glossaries.translatorswb.org/covid19/
https://cuyahogacounty.us/more-links/popular-links/coronavirus-multilingual-resources
https://www.facebook.com/OhioTranslators
https://www.linkedin.com/company/notatranslators
mailto:ig_global@yahoo.com

