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In their daily work, translators regularly make decisions on how to
approach their work and conduct themselves in a professional manner. In
some cases, professional codes of ethics and standards of practice establish
best practices and can be useful points of reference to resolve challenging
situations. Yet codes of ethics are not the only guidelines in play when
talking about translators’ ethics and their work. This language-neutral
presentation reviews how translator ethics have been described beyond a
collection of codes of ethics, challenging translators to revisit how they
work and reflect on what shapes their behavior in the profession.
A distinction is also made between translator ethics and the ethics of
translation to identify points of agreement and tension between varying
ethics that influence and constrain the work of language professionals.
[Language neutral]

Christopher D. Mellinger is Assistant Professor in the Department of Languages and
Culture Studies at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. Dr. Mellinger holds
a Ph.D. in Translation Studies from Kent State University. He is the managing editor
of the journal Translation and Interpreting Studies, co-author with Thomas A.
Hanson of Quantitative Research Methods in Translation and Interpreting
Studies (Routledge), and co-editor with Brian Baer of Translating Texts:
An Introductory Coursebook on Translation and Text Formation.
Christopher has co-edited special issues on community interpreting and technology
(Translation and Interpreting Studies, 2018) and on translation process research
(Translation & Interpreting, 2015). In addition to his teaching at UNCC, Dr. Mellinger
has experience teaching Spanish for healthcare, translation, interpreting, computerassisted translation, and localization at the graduate and undergraduate levels at
Wake Forest University, Kent State University, and Walsh University.
Dr. Mellinger is a state certified Spanish
interpreter for the State of Ohio.
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