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JOIN NOTA
• Regular – $30.00
• Corporate – $40.00
• Student– $15.00

Join NOTA now

Questions?
Concerns?
Contributions?
Email NOTA or
visit our website.

President's Message
Dear members & friends,
I wish you a happy and healthful New Year and hope that 2021 will be easier and
kinder to us all!
Things have been rather quiet on NOTA’s end since our last ethics webinar given
in November by Dr. Christopher Mellinger. We are currently brainstorming on our
next training, so if you would like to suggest a topic and/or speaker, now is the
time! We are aiming to hold our next webinar in March.
Due to the ongoing pandemic, NOTA will most likely not be able to host the ATA
certification exam in 2021, for the second year in a row. The ATA is exploring the
possibility of holding alternative exam sittings, so we will have to wait and see
which way they decide to go. I am especially sorry about this as I know that
several of you have been waiting for over a year now to take it.
This spring, we will be renewing four board member positions: Vice-President,
Secretary, Event Chair, and Public Relations Chair. You will soon be receiving a
call for nomination email from Celeste Klein Malone, the head of our Elections
Committee. Please note that the Vice-President and Secretary incumbents will be
rerunning, while we have no nominees for the positions of PR Chair and Event
Chair, so we are especially interested in candidates for these two positions.
In light of the current circumstances, the board is taking things as they come and
tries to adapt as best as possible to keep the association going. Do not hesitate to
reach out to us should you have any specific industry-related
questions/suggestions or wish to volunteer for NOTA.
Thank you for reading these few lines.
Happy translating and interpreting to all of you… and be safe!
Kindly,
Hélène V. Conte
President

T&I Spotlight

Kaoutar Sniba
"Never let a word or detail be
lost in translation."

Read Kaoutar's interview here.

Executive Committee News
The Executive Committee met remotely on Monday, January 11 at 7 PM. You
can find the meeting minutes here.

Welcome, New Members!
Sharlene Chesnes
Natasha Curtis
Marie-France Schreiber

NOTA hosts Part 2 of the Ethics Series
Dr. Christopher Mellinger presented a webinar for the second part of our Ethics
Series on November 17. Thank you for an excellent event!

ATA61 Annual Conference
Several of our NOTA members attended the 61st Annual ATA Conference. Jill
Sommer and Victoria Chavez-Kruse share their experiences below.

Attending the 2020 ATA Conference Virtually
Jill Sommer
I have attended every ATA conference since 2002. When the coronavirus
spread and forced us all to stay home I figured the conference would be
canceled. I had planned to take the Amtrack to Boston (the conference hotel
was only a few minutes’ walk from the station) and had been looking forward to
the journey. Boston had been a great host city last time, and I looked forward
to exploring it some more.
The decision to hold a virtual conference was made very quickly once ATA was
able to get its deposit back from the conference hotel in Boston. This meant
that all the speakers who had been accepted had to either learn to present
online or cancel. Luckily, most of us have been very adept at using virtual
platforms, and the technical company was able to run through most things with
us beforehand. I was presenting on German-English audiology and ENT
terminology with a colleague who lives in Germany, so we split up the
presentation. I decided it would be fun to present from inside an audiometry
testing booth at the Kent State Speech and Hearing Center. I used my
connections to get one of the supervisor’s husbands to let me in on a Saturday
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and wait for me to finish. I was able to walk with my laptop through the testing
booth and show all of the equipment they use, which is something that can’t
normally be done in a normal conference presentation room. Our presentation
was well-received. There were a few hiccups, as there were with a number of
presentations. There were either login problems or audio problems or
connection problems. It was rare that something ran completely smoothly. But
for a first year doing this it worked. One suggestion I would have for future
virtual conferences would be to have volunteer moderators available for the
sessions. That way the speakers can focus on giving their presentations and
not on keeping up with the chat and/or questions.
The division meetings and networking events took place the week before the
conference itself, which was a little weird and off-putting. I wasn’t yet in
conference mode, but I logged onto Zoom and attended the German Language
Division’s meeting. After the meeting, we broke off into breakout sessions for
5-10 minutes and spoke with 4-5 other members until time was up and it was
onto the next breakout room. I liked the meeting in this format, but the
networking felt flat. I found myself repeating topics, because we had to start
from scratch each time we went to a new breakout room. And I really missed
hugging and physical interaction with my friends, who I look forward to seeing
every year. Since I found the networking event so strange, I chose not to
attend the larger conference networking event, but I heard very good things
about it.
With the conference being virtual, I found myself popping in and out as needed
and working on translations at the same time, which I never do during inperson conferences. I just felt very disconnected with the conference this time,
which is pretty standard as online formats go. There was just no chance to pop
into the hotel lobby to see who was around and mingle when we had down
time. Conversely, the opening and closing sessions were entertaining, and I
did like the format of the Meet the Candidates session. It was easier to keep
people on track and asking questions properly to either one candidate or all the
nominees. The Awards Ceremony was also very nicely done; Dr. Sue Ellen
Wright accepting the Gode Medal with one of her dogs on her lap was a nice
touch of “home”. I also attended the Board Meeting on Saturday and Sunday,
which was really interesting. I hope they keep broadcasting the Board
Meetings online to ATA members in the future.
That said, this year’s conference fell a little flat in my opinion. On the whole, for
the amount of money I paid, I do not feel I got my money’s worth. I paid $348
(less my half of the $100 speaker discount) for a couple of presentations that I
could have watched as webinars. Yes, I have the option of going back and
watching sessions I missed, but I very rarely do that (even when I have
purchased conference DVDs in the past). In comparison, I spent $55 to attend
Bouchercon, a two-day conference for mystery writers and readers that is
normally $195. At Bouchercon, I enjoyed popping into the author panels and
easily disappearing if a panel wasn’t what I expected, which was similar to how
the ATA Virtual Conference worked as an attendee. Bouchercon even had fun
side events like a murder mystery game and one-on-one author interviews.
And a few weeks later—to my surprise—I was mailed a badge and a book bag.
To sum it up, the virtual conference was a good panacea in the pandemic, but I
missed seeing my friends and meeting new colleagues. Maybe that makes me
old-fashioned. Well, so be it.

ATA61: A Success
Victoria Chavez-Kruse

Victoria Chavez Kruse
I had every intention of attending Coffee with the Candidates at 9 a.m.
However, I was late dropping off my son at his grandmother's house because
he took an extra long time eating breakfast, and trying to rush a 15-month-old
is an exercise in futility. I dashed up to my office by 9:05 and clicked on “Join
Session” with my toothbrush still hanging out of my mouth intending to just
listen in to what I assumed was a broadcast. To my absolute horror, my
webcam flickered to life as my Zoom app started up. I immediate muted myself
and turned off my camera and became a lurker—silently listening in and
unwilling to make a peep lest I be asked to show myself. This pretty much
sums up the juggling act required for me to attend the 61st Annual ATA
Conference. I met interesting people and attended some excellent sessions,
and I also feel a sense of pride for having made it through three days of
schedule gymnastics.
After showering, putting on my business-casual conference clothes, and
slapping on some lipstick that had sat unused since March, I was ready for the
opening session, and this is when I consider that the conference officially
began for me. It was important to me to treat this virtual conference as much
like a real conference as I could. I didn’t accept any work, I arranged for some
extra childcare into the evenings, and my husband knew that he was going to
tackle dinner, clean-up, and our son’s bath time and bedtime on his own. Of
course, this didn’t always work in practice because I can’t truly disappear
inside my own house, but I had good intentions.
On Thursday, one of the most useful sessions I attended was Automating
Translation Tasks: AutoHotkey for Non-Programmers by Nora Díaz. Her
presentation was so organized, and her information was very clear. I came
away with an extra-long to-do list for optimizing keystrokes and saving time.
On Friday, I joined Zumba with Chris Silva and was happy to have my camera
off for that one. Half the time I was just marching around my living room and
not even trying to keep up with the moves, but it felt good to start the day with
movement.
The Annual Meeting was well organized, and I liked that attendees still had the
opportunity to ask questions of the candidates. I was especially impressed with
the Annual Awards Presentation. The hosts, Caitlin Walsh and Karen Tkaczyk,
had a vibrant energy and made the experience, dare I say, more entertaining
than the in-person event. I was so engaged, I couldn’t bring myself to sneak
away to get lunch until after it was over, but that meant I only had a few
minutes before the next session started. I dashed downstairs to pull something
out of the fridge, and, of course, my dog decided he wanted to go out and take
his good old time sniffing around the yard. Once we got back inside, I inhaled
my leftover Chipotle (cold) and took the stairs two at a time to get back for the
next session. I was only 3 minutes late. This was likely the closest I got to the
usual conference experience of having to choose a lunch spot, wait for an
Uber, wait for the servers to figure out how to divide the eight separate checks,
and get back in time for the next session.
My favorite Friday afternoon session was Freelancing in a World of
Distractions by Dorothee Racette. Since having a child and having very
specific and finite work hours, I’m increasingly aware of how distraction is a
problem in my professional life, and the time it takes to regain focus after a
distraction (15 to 20 minutes!) is time I do not have. Dorothee challenged
attendees to find out what distracts us and create boundaries and rules to
make our work environment more productive. Dorothee had so many excellent
suggestions that I intend to revisit this session to make sure I'm not missing
anything.
That evening I attended the Stronger Together Networking event I was feeling

That evening I attended the Stronger Together Networking event. I was feeling
very exhausted from staring at a screen all day, and I was tempted to sit it out,
but I’m glad I participated. It helped me feel a sense of connection on a day
that mostly felt like watching back-to-back webinars.
On Saturday morning, I attended the Speed Networking event. I liked starting
the day with a networking event because, again, it helped me a sense of
connection with other attendees and give me the energy to finish out the
conference well. One of the Saturday sessions that inspired me was The
Power of ‘No’: Self-Confidence for Translators and Interpreters by Dagmar and
Judy Jenner.
My colleague Jamie Hartz and I presented our session on Saturday afternoon,
and it went well! We talked about the benefits of collaborating in translation
teams, and the attendees were very gracious and asked good questions. It
was my first time presenting at the ATA conference, and I was honored that our
session proposal was accepted and that our presentation was well received.
The Closing Session wrapped up the event and had me looking forward to next
year. I am trying not to compare this year’s conference with past conferences,
because nothing can really replace in-person conversations and networking
with colleagues. However, there are several things I especially liked about the
virtual format: I was able to attend sessions during the day and see my family
in the evening; I have the opportunity to watch the sessions I missed on my
own time; and I was able to take breaks during the day and recharge in my
own space. Overall, ATA President-Elect Madalena Sánchez Zampaulo and
the organizing team did an excellent job in a less-than-ideal situation. I’m very
impressed with how everything came together. I hope we’ll be able to see
colleagues in person in 2021.

NOTA seeks social media coordinator
Do you wish NOTA posted more frequently on social media? We do, too! If
you're interested in helping post content relevant to translators and
interpreters, please contact Victoria Chavez-Kruse
(victoria@vcktranslation.com).

COVID-19 Language Resources
Translation Commons
Translation Commons has made a multilingual interactive poster-maker to help
communities combat COVID-19. You can view the poster-maker here: Covid19 Multilingual Poster-Maker
Translators Without Borders
TWB's COVID-19 glossary is currently available in 23 languages to help field
workers and interpreters raise awareness about COVID-19. You can view the
glossary here: TWB COVID-19 Glossary
Cuyahoga County Multilingual Resource Center
Resources are available in Arabic, Chinese, Nepali, Russian, and Spanish.
You can view the resources here: Cuyahoga County Multilingual Resource
Center

Follow NOTA on Facebook and LinkedIn!

This newsletter is edited by Victoria Chavez-Kruse. If you would like to
contribute or have news that may be of interest to NOTA members, please
email victoria@vcktranslation.com.
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